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we	Asian	Lutherans	 owe	 so	much,	 in	 almost	
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ology	 interpreted	under	 the	 light	of	Lutheran	
tradition.	 It	was	 their	 reason d’etre	 for	being	
a	Lutheran	missionary	and	Lutheran	church.	


















gratia	or	 “grace	alone”	and	 sola fide	or	 “faith	
alone”	do	cause	 the	 troubled	 soul	 to	be	 filled	
with	the	joy	and	peace	of	salvation	from	sin	and	
liberation	from	the	bondage	of	slavery.	





















we	Lutherans	 also	 starts	with	 the	 ultimate	
teaching	of	“justification	by	grace	through	faith”.	




















	 The	 “apologetic”	approach	 is	an	approach	
















and	apology,	 the	apologetic	 theology	 is	 the	au-
thentic	 theological	 approach	 to	 the	heart	and	
soul	of	contemporary	people	 from	below,	 from	
their	existential	quest.	Then,	we	must	ask	our-
selves	a	question.	What	 is	 the	quest	 for	 fellow	





	 As	 is	 often	 said,	Asia	 is	 a	vast	 continent	
with	 ethnic,	 national,	 cultural,	 religious	 and	
social	diversity.	The	stage	of	economic	devel-





spreading	 of	 the	 global	 economy	makes	 the	


















Luther’s Understanding of Social Issues 
	 These	 and	 other	 concerns	which	people	
have	 in	mind	 are	 not	 simply	 solved	 by	 the	
teaching	of	 justification	by	grace	through	faith.	
Christian	 churches	 including	 the	 Lutheran	
church	cannot	be	 indifferent	 to	 those	social	 is-











ing	of	 the	 fourth	petition	 “Give	us	 today	our	
daily	bread”	from	the	Lord’s	Prayer	found	in	his	




that	 this	petition	 “covers	 all	 kinds	 of	 earthly	
matters”.
	 That	religion	has	 its	room	in	one’s	 interior	




















make	 a	 long	 prayer,	 enumerating	with	
many	words	all	 the	things	 it	 includes.	For	
example,	we	might	ask	God	to	give	us	food	








for	 us	 an	 upright	 spouse,	 children,	 and	









be	victorious	over	 the	Turks,	 and	all	 our	






flood;	 from	poison,	 pestilence,	 and	 cattle	
plague;	 from	war	 and	bloodshed,	 famine,	
savage	beasts,	wicked	people,	etc.	It	is	good	
to	 impress	upon	 the	common	people	 that	
all	things	come	from	God	and	that	we	must	
pray	for	them.
	 We	 are	 very	 impressed	 that	what	 they	
prayed	for	 in	their	prayers	during	16th	century	
Germany,	is	exactly	the	same	as	what	we	pray	
for	 in	our	prayers	 today	 in	Asia.	The	expres-





government,	 statesmen	 and	public	 servants;	












ity	before	God.	 It	 is	God	who	realizes	 “earthly	
matters”	 for	us,	and	we	are	 invited	 to	partici-
pate	in	God’s	mission.
	 Here	I	would	like	to	discuss	the	rather	old	
theological	 concept	of	 the	 “Two-kingdom	the-
ory”	of	 the	spiritual	realm	and	secular	realm.	 I	
am	aware	of	the	fact	that	this	concept	has	been	
regarded	more	 conservative	 in	 terms	 of	 the	
church’s	commitment	to	social	justice	and	peace.	
From	 the	 experience	 of	 the	German	Church	
Struggle	against	the	Hitler/Nazi	regime,	Luther-
an	teaching	of	the	two-kingdom	had	been	criti-





Teaching of God’s Two Reigns and  
Missio Dei
	 Today	 the	 teaching	of	 “God’s	 two	reigns”	
is	preferred	to	the	teaching	of	“God’s	two	king-
doms”	 in	 order	 to	 avoid	 the	 impression	 that	
Lutherans	believe	 that	Christians	 live	only	 in	
the	spiritual	realm	without	paying	much	atten-
tion	to	or	interest	in	the	earthly	matters	of	the	
secular	 realm.	Luther,	who	 stressed	 so	much	
the	 doctrine	 of	 justification	 by	 grace	 alone	
through	faith	and	the	 forgiveness	of	sin	as	the	
core	of	 the	Gospel,	 also	 recognized	 the	 indis-
29
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with	 the	various	kinds	of	 issues	 in	 the	field	of	
justice	 and	peace,	 human	dignity	 and	 rights,	
economy	and	ecology	along	with	many	and	dif-







participate	 in	God’s	work	 in	this	world.	 I	know	












various	 types	 of	 social	welfare	 institutes	 for	
the	elderly,	women,	children,	 infants,	physically	
handicapped	and	mentally	 retarded,	hospitals,	
counseling	 centers,	 community	 development	
center,	and	so	on.	Christians	and	the	Christian	
church	have	been	pioneers	 in	 these	 fields	 in	
many	countries.	Sending	churches	have	helped	













I	don’t	know	 the	 situation	or	 statistics	of	 the	
Christian	workers’	ratio	 in	other	parts	of	Asia,	
























tem.　But,	 it	 is	unavoidable	 to	hire	non-Chris-
tian	staff	and	workers	for	Christian	institutions.	
How	can	we	justify	the	hiring	of	non-Christian	





using	non-Christians	 of	 good	will	 as	well	 as	
Christians.
	 This	 is	not	a	realm	or	authority	 for	salva-
tion,	but	a	realm	for	God	to	exercise	his	rule	to	
















then,	 engagement	 and	 contribution	 of	 non-
Christians	are	to	be	appreciated	as	a	part	of	“the	
things	before	 the	 last”	or	 “the	penultimate”.	 I	
prefer	 this	set	of	 theological	concepts	because	
the	concept	of	 “the	 last	 things”	guarantees	the	
ultimate	 importance	 of	 the	 “justification	 by	




	 To	 sum	 up,	 we	 Lutherans	 in	 Asia	 are	





Luther’s	 theological	 legacy	of	 the	 teaching	of	
God’s	two	reigns	or	that	of	law	and	Gospel.
	
The Church of Diakonia and Christian 
Liberty
	 Who	 is	 the	most	well	known	Christian	 in	




at	 school	as	one	of	 the	great	 figures	 in	world	
history.	Then,	who’s	next?		It	 is	my	guess	that	
Mother	Teresa	will	be	very	popular	and	well	
known	even	after	her	death	 16	years	 ago.	 If	
that	 is	 the	case,	 this	episode	eloquently	proves	
that	 the	expectation	of	general	people	outside	
the	church	towards	Christianity	is	not	only	the	















	 Besides	 the	heart-moving	words	of	 Jesus	
31
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regarding	 the	 love	 for	 the	neighbor,	we	can-
not	help	building	our	 love	 for	 the	neighbor	on	
Luther’s	 teaching	of	Christian	 liberty.	 I	would	
quote	 a	pair	 of	 theses	which	 seem	perfectly	
opposite	or	contradictory	 from	his	Treatise on 
Christian Liberty	(1520)	as	follows:







indulgence,	but	 through	 love	become	slaves	 to	
one	another”	(5:13),	we	Christians	are	made	free	











serve”	 (Mk.10:45).	The	Christian	church	 is	 the	
church	of	diakonia in	nature.
	 The	Lutheran	church	 identifies	 itself	with	
the	church	of	proclamation	of	 the	good	news	
and	the	church	of	diakonia	serving	the	needy.	
The	 latter,	 the	 church	of	diakonia	would	not	
lose	the	 fundamental	nature	of	 the	 former,	 the	
church	of	proclamation,	and	 the	 former	would	
never	 stop	 serving	as	 the	 latter.	 Just	 as	God	
reigns	 in	 this	world	 in	 two	ways	and	 leads	 it	






be	 faithful	 to	God’s	mission,	 namely	 kerygma 
and diakonia. The	 theology	 and	 ecclesiology	
together	with	theological	education	of	Lutheran	
churches	 in	Asia	must	be	 inclusive	 in	nature	
and	praxis.
	















































in	 this	competitive	society	because	of	 the	 lack	
of	some	ability	or	achievement.	There	also	are	






















sense	 is	a	personal	 trust	 in	the	God	of	Trinity,	
not	simply	an	 intellectual	acknowledgement	of	
the	existence	of	God	or	the	doctrinal	system.	To	
have	 faith	 is	 to	 find	some	personal	being	and	







entering	 into	a	personal	 relationship	with	 this	












philosophy	of	 the	society	 in	which	we	 live	and	
work,	 namely	 the	philosophy	 of	 success	 and	





	 It	 is	generally	accepted	and	believed	 that	
“the	 richer	 you	 become,	 the	 more	 you	 are	
blessed	by	God”.	The	 theology	of	glory	 is	 the	
theology	which	people	need	 in	 the	developed	




























1 	 This	was	presented	at	 the	Conference	on	Asian	
Lutheranism	and	 Identity,	 5-8	November,	 2013,	
Petaling	Jaya,	West	Malaysia.
	 本稿は、ルーテル世界連盟（LWF）宣教と開発部
門アジア地域の主催により、2012年度に引き続き
2013年11月にマレーシアで開催された神学協議会
で、主催者から求められてなされた講演である。
記念すべき宗教改革500年（2017年）を前に、ア
ジアのルーテル教会のアイデンティティとその神
学的課題とをこの時代にあって改めて明確にする
ためのこの神学協議会にはアジア各国の神学者と
教会指導者24名が参集して４日間の集中的な研究
と協議を行った。講演題「アジアのルーテル教会
のための神学的枠組みの再提起」。
